f 181 ] 


Se ee ene eeetetnaanenesncn-atp-aenenaae-cenensannenqnatelgiion gene 








THE 
COUNTRY SPECTATOR. 
NumBerR XXIII. 


Turspay, 12 March, 1793. 


“ * . 
Ariitrio popularis aurea. Hor. 


Influenced by the air of Popularity, 








To THE AUTHOR OF THE CoUNTRY SPECTATOR. 


Sir, 





Durinc the whole of my life I have 
ftudied the arts of pleafing. When I have had reafon 
to think myfelf popular among my acquaintance, 
my fpirits have been elated, and I have been all 
mirth, joy and extacy; but when] have obferved my 
friends cool or indifferent towards me, I have been 
depreffed to melancholy and defpair. 


J remember perfectly well, tho’ it is many years 
ago, what uneafinefs I felt at College, when I heard 
of a wine-party or fupper, to which I had not been 
invited. Tho’ I did not love wine half fo well as 
my books, I never on thefe occafions could 
read a fingle page; fo deeply did the fenfe of 
neglect prey upon my mind. How cfien have J, 
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tortured with mortification, immured myfelf in thy 
room, and felt all the horrors of a hypocondriac ! 
How often, animated with the fmiles of a fellow- 
commoner or nobleman, have I enjoyed the dream 
of felf-importance, and diicovered to a numerous 
company the gaiety of my heart! Ever fince I 
fettled in the world, | have derived my pains and 
pleafures from the fame fources as before: I have 
been happy in proportion as I have been noticed, 
and miferable according as I have been neglected. 


My greateft care, therefore, has been to obferve 
with minutenefs and diligence, the feveral fymptoms 
of increafing and declining popularity. I know by 
the air of aperfon, whom I meet in the flreet, the 
precife degree of his good-will towards me: I can 
difcover efteem, tho’ hid undera cloud of frowns, 
and I can difcern malice and mifchief, when dif- 
suifed with {miles. 


No man, | believe, is willing to fuppofe himfelf 
a folitary inftance of the operation of thofe paffions, 
by which he himfelf is governed. Accordingly, I 
doubt not but the world abounds with characters 
fimilar to my own. It is pofflible, however, that 
many of thofe, who come under the fame defcrip- 
tion of perfons with myfelf, may not be fo. deeply 
verfed in the feveral prognoftics of favor and difaf- 
fection. To fuch I with to communicate, thro’ the 
medium of your Paper, the invention of a machine 
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that will enable them to difcover the exact degree 
of eftimation, in which they are held by their ac- 
quaintance, without the trouble and anxiety of 
perpetual obfervation, or the inexpreflible fatigue 
of decyphering countenances. It is called the 
Thermometer of Popularity, and agrees in many re- 
fpects with the well-known inftrument, which is 
ufed to afcertain the changes in the atmofphere. 
The fcale is graduated ; but the plan will, perhaps, 
be beft underitood by the help of a figure, and I 
doubt not but your ingenious Printer will be able ta 


infert it. 








Ir would be impolitic in } 
me to publith to the world |! 60— ,caremtes 
feveral of the particulars re- | 
fpecting the conftruction of 
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ing the fluid, the caufes of its | 3 
| 20-"1Diflike 


afcent and defcent in the | E 
4o-t Abufe 


tube, &c, &c. as it would es 


Utter Averfion 


fet enterprifing geniufes at || ¢._: 
wark, to the great injury and 
lofs of the original inventor 
and fole proprietor. It will | 
be fufficient, if I explain its 
properties and give in{tances | 
of its great utility. 
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My Thermometer, then, is defigned to afcertain 
the degrees of heat and cold in the * aura popularis,” 
or atmofphere of Popularity. By the bye, it is evi- 
dent from my motto, that the Ancients ‘had fome 
idea of the exiftence of fuch an atmofphere, tho’ it 
feems not to have been made the object of philofo- 
phical experiments by any perfon before myfelf. 
The quantity of fluid put into the tube is fuch, as 
originally to ftand exactly at the point of indifference: 
but when the inftrument comes to be ufed, the fluid 
will occafionally rife or fall, and will very feldom be 
at reft. When it is fo high as 60°, the owner of the 
Thermometer may be certain of a very warm and 
welcome reception, wherever he goes: but when It 
falls to 60°, it as certainly betokens cold weather 
and a journey to Coventry. The intermediate alti- 
tudes denote intermediate degrees of approbation or 


diflike. 


Tue great utility of this machine needs hardly to 
be exemplified. For tho’ it will contribute no more 
to effect a change in one’s popularity, than Faren- 
beit?’s Therinometer can produce an alteration in the 
weather, yet it will teach the ufer of it how to con- 
duct himfelf towards thofe, with whom he con- 
verfes, by apprifing him of their hoftile or friendly 
difpofitions. It will enable him to diftinguith low- 
nefs of fpirits in a friend from ill temper or aver- 
fion ; ard it will often fave him the mortification of 


having mendcd his pace in the ftreet to meet an old 
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acquaintance, who fecing him coming up, turns 


{hort round a corner. 


Tuere are, however, certain claffes of men, to 
whom my difcovery may be more ferviceable than to 
others. It is fufliciently obvious, that where there 
is little or no poflibility of becoming popular, the 
inftrument can be of little or no ule ; as the com- 
mon Thermometer will not operate under an ex- 
haufted receiver, or where there is no ambient air. 
They, who ufe my machine, fhould be placed in 
conf{picuous fituations, but muft not be altogether 
independent ; for in fuch fituations they will feel 
the whole influence of the aura popularis. It is ne- 
ceffary, that they fhould be connected with a nume. 
rous fociety, moft of whom are beneath them, or, at 
beft, only on the fame level. Were I called upon to 
recommend a ftation, it fhould be either a commif- 
fion in the Army or Navy, a College Fellowfhip, or 
a refidence in a Country Town in any public capa- 
city; and none, perhaps, is more fuitable, than 
that of the Rector or Vicar. A Country Town, 
however, is at.all events, the moft convenient fitu- 
ation for one, who ftudies popularity. There he 
neceffarily has a large acquaintance ; and there he is 
{ure to become food for converfation. Whatever 
he does or fays, nay, almoft whatever he thinks, is 
generally Known within a few hours, and always 
contribures to produce achange in the opinions 
which have been formed of him. 
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T sHatt fubjoin fome Populo-meteorological Obfer. 
vations made with my machine in a Borough Town 
during the fpace of five weeks, as I find them in my 
journal. 


First Week. Came to refide at ***** with good re. 
cammendations, At my arrival the fluid in my Themo- 
meter {taod at o; but.in 24 hours rofe to 25°. Was afk- 
ed to three dinners and five fuppers; fluid {till rifing. At 
the end of the week, however, it paffed the point of indif- 
ference and fell to 39°. This change was owing to my 
having been rather witty on Mrs. Porpoife, the fat May- 
ore{s: who ran all over the town to tell her friends, that J 


was fatyrical. 


Szeconp Werk. During the firft part of the week the 
fluid was in a ftate of conftant agitation, being fometimes 
at 39° above, and fometimes at 39° below, c, Thefe 
fudden changes I have frequently obferved: in this in- 
ftance, I believe, they were occafioned by the different 
charaGters given of me by Mrs. Porpsife and by my advo- 
cates ; and they are exally analogous to the effeéts of 
ftormy weather on the Barometer. By the end of the week ° 
My popularity was exaCily minus 20°. I had fpoken dif- 
refpedtfully of an afflembiy of old ladies, who met every 
other evening to play at whift, by calling them @ Clud. 
Fluid full falling. 


Tutrp Weex. In the courfe of 24 hours the fluid 
was at 57° on the negative fide of o. A very wicked fquib 
had been thrown out againft the Town, of which I was the 
fuppofed author, It contained fome fly infinuations that 
the inhabjtants were none of them conjurers, with feyeral 
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6ther ungracious reflections. I immediately wrote a 
pamphlet difclaiming all knowledge of the obnoxious Pa 
per, and produced a very laboured panegyric on the good 
fenfe of the Town in general, together with fome hatid= 
fome compliments on the profound fagacity of the Cor 
poration. By the end of this week fluid had rifen to 52° 


above point of indifference. 


FourTH WEEK. Engaged every day to dine out, in cofiz 
fequence of what had pat the preceding week. I was how a 
wonderful favourite with the great people; but others 
thought me very proud, owing to the uprightnefs ef my 
perfon in walking. Fluid began to fall; but rofe higher 
than ever on its being known that I was a liberal fub{criber 
to a charitabie inftitution ; and that it might be no fecret, 
I ordered it to be publifhed in the County News-paper. 
Fluid ftood at 59° on the pofitive fide of o. 


FirtH Week. I was now quite happy in being court- 
ed and carefled: but on Monday being out at a dinner, at 
which Mrs. Porpoife was prefent, I could not deny myfelf 
the pleafure of being at her again. ‘Talking on the fubject 
of female drefs, 1 introduced fome remarks on the dafiz 
gers of tight lacing, and particularly cautioned Alps: Py 
again{t that practice, adding that I faw plainly the was 
fqueezed into half her natural compafs. She bounced out 
of the room in a violent rage, and was fo indefatigablé in 
perfecution, that in two days my popularity was minus 47° 
The ladies all confpired againit me, and by the end of the 
week had fo far brought over their hufbands to their own way 
of thinking, that I was completely cut. N. B. When the 
fluid finks to 60°, it hardly ever rifes again, unlefs the 
ewner of the inftrument change the place of his refidence: 
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Tuese Thermometers are fold wholefaie and retail 
by the Inventor’s Agent, N° 920, Oxford_/treet, London, 
N.B. Great allowance made to Country Dealers. N.B. 
They will be particularly ufeful to Members of Par- 
liament, Minifters of State, Methodift Parfons, Petits 
Maitres, and all who are anxious to difcover the de. 
gree of their popularity. N. B. Great care muft be ta- 
ken in ufing them. They muft not be forced by ad{fci- 
titious heat, fuch as bribery, flattery &c. thefe will 
caufe the fluid to rife at firft, but it will foon fall 
lower than it was before; and the Thermometer will 
be {poilt. 


By publifhing this account of my difcovery thro’ 
the Counties, in which your excellent paper is read, 
you will greatly oblige 

Your very Humble Servet. 
London, Fan. 28, 1793- Poplicola Merlin. 


P.S. My machine, methinks, would be very ufeful 
to the Country Speator and to every man, who endea- 
vours to be in favor with the public. Yours &c. 








I u1xe my Correfpondent’s machine exceedingly : 
but if another tube could be added, which fhould 
fhew us how far we are in favor with ourfelves, it 
would certainly be no fmall improvement. 


U. 








